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STEP 1: Search online for a short documentary video that discusses tattooing as a part of culture. To focus your search, try including key terms like “culture” or “society” or “appropriation.” Look for a video that seems to be making an argument about what tattoos mean in a present-day cultural context. Take notes and listen carefully for the main questions and issues that are being explored. For example, you could watch "Can Tattoos be Taboo?" found here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EQC13yBJ9dA
STEP 2: Review the sections from chapter 3 in SOCIOLOGICAL WISDOM about social norms, ethnocentrism, cultural relativism, pop culture, subcultures and countercultures. Choose at least three concepts from these sections and apply them to the issues and questions raised by the video about tattoos.
For example, how do tattoos violate (or confirm) certain formal or informal norms? What are some possible consequences for these transgressions? How can concepts like cultural relativism and ethnocentrism be applied to certain styles of tattoos? Do you think that tattoos are more subcultural or countercultural? Have cultural views of tattooing changed over time? How so? Why do you think this? These are just some suggestions, and there are of course other useful concepts from the readings that can help you think about tattooing from a sociological perspective.
In addition to addressing the questions and concepts from the video and the reading, be sure to offer your own view on the cultural context of tattooing. What do you think is at stake in this discussion? Who is affected? How? 
STEP 3: On a more nuts-and-bolts level, write an essay answering the questions above. Your paper should be 500-750 words
[bookmark: _Toc232964488]Response
I am a Navy Veteran and tattoos have a very interesting meaning to anyone that have served in the military. The introduction of tattoos to sailors began when they would travel to foreign lands and would let natives of the country tattoo their skin as a way of documenting their experiences and travels. I feel like this is a form of cultural relativism, because the sailors didn’t judge them for the symbols they had etched into their skin, and used them to tell the stories of their travels. Tattoos are very commonplace in the military subculture, but they are not well received in other American subcultures. For example, if you want to work in corporate America, you better not have any visible tattoos because it is considered unprofessional. I feel like this is a form of ethnocentrism. Instead of looking at tattoos as an artistic expression of the person’s travels and experiences, they are used to form negative judgements about the person. Different cultures have different ideas, symbols, and expressions that are commonly used. And what may be considered acceptable in one culture, may be offensive to another. Because of this, the military implemented policies that prevents sailors from having visible tattoos while in uniform. In this way, the military recognizes it as an informal social norm to their subculture, while also acknowledging the more formal social norm of not displaying tattoos that could be deemed offensive in nature in order to avoid social conflict and cultural appropriation. 
Tattoos in the Navy are very much a part of the subculture, with may types of tattoos having specific meanings behind them. Some examples of typical tattoos you may see on Navy sailors include:
· An anchor typically indicates the sailor crossed the Atlantic or spent a long time at sea. If they have crossed anchors, that means they were a boatswain’s mate.
· Swallows, sailors would get one every time they traveled 5000 nautical miles. They are also a symbol for always being able to find their way home.
· “Hold Fast” is often tattooed on the sailors knuckles to remind them to hold the lines securely.
· Nautical Stars are used to communicate that the sailor served in the military.
· Roosters and pigs symbolized protection against drowning because chickens and pigs floating in crates  were often the only survivors that remained if a ship went down.
· Dragon tattoos let you know the sailor traveled to China. If the dragon is gold, it means the sailor traveled across the international date line.
· Propeller tattoos were also thought to protect against drowning, so they could be propelled to shore.
I know that each branch of the military have their own tattoo symbols and pictures they use to tell their stories that are very different from the Navy. Because of this tattoos are based on the subculture of the branch that you serve, or they could be based on the culture of somewhere you have visited. Unfortunately, because different cultures apply different meanings to various symbols, they are often viewed as countercultural or offensive. Personally, I don’t mind tattoos, unless you are sporting something that encourages oppression of others (i.e., swastikas, SS lightning bolts, etc.). Tattoos can be deeply personal and I love hearing the stories behind them. I think they are more accepted now, because I feel like everyone has at least one, but they are still largely viewed as unprofessional especially if they are located on your face or neck. 
[bookmark: _Toc232964489]Reflections from the Feminist Perspective
In my paper, The History of Tattoos in the Navy, I examined tattoos from more of a functional perspective and talked about the meanings behind various types of tattoos typically seen in the Navy. Many of the typical tattoos that male sailors got reflected important milestones in their sea travels (i.e., getting a swallow tattoo when they traveled 5000 nautical miles, or getting an anchor if they crossed the Atlantic). For my reflection, I’m going to take more of a feminist perspective. Women have been serving in all branches of the military for over 100 years, but they weren’t allowed on ships until the 1950’s and even then, they were only allowed to serve on non-combat support ships that didn’t really take long trips like combat ships did. It wasn’t until the mid-90’s that you started to see a shift in the tattoo culture of the Navy. 
In 1994, women were first allowed on combat ships, and up to that point the tattoo culture of the Navy was really specific to men. Most of the symbols that I talked about in my previous paper were G-rated, but those weren’t the only tattoos that men would get. Around 1996 when I first enlisted in the Navy, and I remember seeing a lot of naked women on the forearms of a lot of male sailors. Another thing I noticed about the Navy tattoo culture was that women really didn’t understand the meanings behind some of the standard tattoos because they hadn’t served on combat ships.  Women who wanted to show their Navy pride by getting an anchor tattoo were resented by the men who “earned” their anchor tattoo after crossing the Atlantic. It wasn’t long after I enlisted that the Navy updated the uniform standards to state that tattoos had to remain covered while in uniform. I believe that one of the reasons the uniform standards were updated was because as women integrated into combat ready roles, they took offense to the sexualization and objectification of women. The change in uniform standards also prevented men from being offended by women with “unearned” tattoos.
