[bookmark: _Toc232964499]Learning Activity 5
[bookmark: _Toc232964500]Instructions
In chapter 5 of SOCIOLOGICAL WISDOM, you learned about the importance of statuses and roles in shaping our everyday interactions. For this learning activity, I want you to reflect on your everyday activities. Identify at least THREE different social situations or contexts in which you interact with other people.
STEP 1: Identify the statuses you occupy in each of these social situations. Describe the roles assigned to these statuses.
STEP 2: Next, describe how these statuses and roles impact how you act in each social situation and how others respond to you. Also consider how you came to occupy these statuses. Were they assigned to you? Or, did you achieve one or more of the statuses? Does it matter whether you were assigned or achieved your status? Write an essay between 400-600 words in length with your answers to these questions.
[bookmark: _Toc232964501]Response
Three people that I interact with most are my brother, my niece, and my nephew because they live with me. How I interact with each one is based on personal criteria that I’ve established for myself; the level of trust that I have toward each person, type of relationship I have with them, and role that I play in the other person’s life. 
[bookmark: _Toc232964502]Trust Levels
My brother and I have an established partnership that is built on mutual respect, proper communication, and empathy toward the other’s personal struggles. We have a shared understanding of our boundaries and expectations for the other. 
My niece and I have a very tumultuous relationship. She has a lot of mental and behavioral health issues that make it difficult for her to have any close personal relationships. In the past she has shown considerable disrespect toward others, lacks proper communication skills, and is too busy victimizing herself to have any empathy toward others. 
My nephew and I have a pretty good relationship. He is a typical teen and does a lot of stupid boy things, but he is a good kid. He has observed his sister’s behaviors and how they have impacted the people around her so he has consciously chosen to do and be better. He is generally respectful of other people’s boundaries, has empathy for others, and is learning the importance of communication in any relationship. 
[bookmark: _Toc232964503]Relationship Types
The type of relationship I have with my brother is both personal (because we are siblings), and professional (because I’m also his landlord and future business partner). On a personal level, we talk, laugh, and joke around a lot. We have a lot of similar interests and goals so we are always communicating and bouncing ideas off one another. 
The type of relationship I have with my niece is strained. She has exhausted all of my trust toward her as she has proven with her actions that she doesn’t respect me, her dad, or her brother’s personal boundaries.
The type of relationship I have with my nephew is both playful and serious at times. We joke around a lot by prank scaring each other, but we also have a lot of serious conversations about his goals in life. He comes to me often for advice, and I’m more than happy to help him with achieving his goals. 
[bookmark: _Toc232964504]Role in the other person’s life
The role that I play in my brother’s life is that of a sibling, friend, landlord, and partner. 
The role that I play in my niece’s life is that of “the evil aunt” and landlord.
The role that I play in my nephew’s life is that of an aunt with parental authority, mentor, and landlord.
[bookmark: _Toc232964505]Conclusion
The roles that are attached to my brother, niece, and nephew are assigned. Predetermined roles like aunt, sibling, or landlord are assigned when a specific event occurs. I became someone else’s sibling the day I was born, aunt when my niece and nephew were born, and landlord when my brother and his kids moved in with me. Statuses on the other hand, are achieved through our behaviors and treatment of others. My status as a friend and partner to my brother, and mentor to my nephew were achieved as we fostered our relationship and earned each other’s trust. My status as “evil aunt” to my niece was achieved when I started implementing boundaries and rules to protect myself and others in the home from her bad behaviors.  don’t think it matters if we’re assigned a role or achieved a status, but I do believe that we are assigned roles by other people, while the status we hold is achieved through our behaviors and treatment of others. 
[bookmark: _Toc232964506]Reflections from a Conflict Perspective
In Learning Activity 5, I talked about how my interactions with my brother, niece, and nephew are all very different and how I interact with them is based on trust, type of relationship, and role in their life. This was more of a symbolic interactionist perspective because first I act in accordance with the role I’m assigned in their life; my interactions with them are modified as our relationship and trust levels change throughout the relationship. 
For my reflection, I want to focus on my relationship with my niece from the conflict perspective. It’s common for people to have disagreements, but with my niece it’s a constant power struggle. I’d say this is reminiscent of the neo-conflict approach based on our differing views of who has power and authority. We each have our own interests and values that are in constant conflict. She prefers to live her life as an agent of chaos, while I prefer a life of structure and discipline because of my military background. I know that some structure and discipline could really help her succeed in life, but she is very resistant to both. If I give her a recommendation that could help her, she argues that it won’t work and won’t even try it to see if it helps. 
There are also elements of the Marxian approach happening here as well. Recently, her dad asked me to help her save money for her own place because I’m better at managing money that he is. She collects SSDI, and believes the money is hers to do whatever she wants with. My brother and I have expressed to her several times that this is not her personal fun money, it’s money to help with her care, but it pretty much falls on deaf ears and she is constantly badgering him for money. Naturally, she is resistant to having me in charge of her finances because as long as her dad is in charge she knows she can wear him down with begging and bad behaviors until he can’t take it anymore and gives in. With me in charge, these tactics don’t work. I tell her that no matter how bad she acts, or how much she begs, the answer is the staying the same.
In conclusion, my relationships with my brother and nephew take a more symbolic interactionist perspective because they continue to grow and evolve as we individually grow and change together. Whereas my relationship with my niece takes a more conflicting perspective because it is a constant power struggle between us, and she resents that I’m in charge of her finances.  
