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STEP 1: Find a current article about a crime that has been committed within the past three weeks. Look for language within the article that lends itself to a sociological explanation of the deviant behavior using one or more of the theories of deviance. You should not Google “crime” or “deviance” to find a current events article related to crime and deviance; rather, check reputable online news sources or an actual article about a crime or deviant behavior. There are always major deviant acts each week that make the national and local news. Articles should be a minimum of 500 words, recent (within three weeks), relevant (related to crime, deviance, and social control), and from a reputable news source (many colleges provide free access to national news sources).
STEP 2: Write a thorough summary of the article.
STEP 3: Using your sociological imagination, write an analysis of the article that connects the main idea/s of the article to specific key terms and theories from chapter 7 in SOCIOLOGICAL WISDOM.
STEP 4: Include the link to your article, check for any writing errors, and submit your article with your response paper 
[bookmark: _Toc232964513]Response
The article that I chose for this assignment is titled, “56 taken into custody, 10 officers injured after Knicks Game 4 chaos near MSG,” by Mark Morales and Julianna Bragg from CNN. 
This article talks about the deviant behavior of Knicks fans that have occurred during the NBA Finals, and mentions several incidents that have occurred over the last week. The first incident happened on Friday after a Game 2 watch party at Madison Square Garden when police arrested 26 people including someone for possessing a loaded handgun, and another for punching and biting police officers. A second incident was reported on Sunday when a stabbing occurred at Penn Station, under Madison Square Garden. The third incident to be reported occurred on Monday following Game 3, when a watch party held at Bryant Park turned violent and destructive. Members of this crowd refused to leave, blocked traffic, engaged in violent fights, threw glass bottles at people, and ripped bus signs and trees out of the ground. As a result of this incident, five officers were injured, 21 people were taken into custody, and two people were charged with assaulting a police officer. A separate incident also occurred following Game 3 where a man was attacked and had his cell phone stolen for wearing a Spurs jersey. The man that was attacked was hospitalized and is in stable condition. 
As a result of these attacks, the NYPD said that they would no longer support these gatherings, and Madison Square Garden cancelled its Game 4 watch party citing a dispute with the city over security restrictions. Unfortunately this did not stop the deviant and criminal behavior that occurred following Game 4 when celebrations over the Knicks win turned violent. An estimated 10,000 people showed up near Madison Square Gardens where people set off fireworks, blocked traffic, climbed scaffolding and even tried to flip a taxi. Following this incident, 56 people were taken into custody and 10 officers were injured.
In addition to reporting on the crimes committed following the NBA Final games, the article talks about how there was a dispute between Madison Square Garden and Knicks owner, James Dolan, and the city mayor, Zohran Mamdani, over permits and security restrictions. Apparently, Dolan requested a watch party permit for 500-999 fans which was approved by the City. After watching the violence that erupted following the previous games, Mayor Mamdani wanted to implement a security plan that included a vast perimeter and other restrictions that mirrored what was in place during the game that Trump attended on Monday. Dolan claimed the restrictions would have “restricted how and when Knicks fans could celebrate” and claimed the restrictions were “designed around stopping people from celebrating around Madison Square Garden.”
I believe that this is an example of conflict power theory, and strain theory. The conflict power theories states that those with power have more opportunity to make and enforce norms, giving them the ability to commit certain crimes. You can see this playing out between two people in positions of power. Mayor Mamdani who was trying to implement security measures that could help reduce the violent behavior following the games; and James Dolan who felt the security restrictions were too much and would prevent people from being able to celebrate the Knicks victory. Here we have two men in positions of power trying to enforce norms to govern the people with Mamdani saying you should celebrate safely, and Dolan saying you should celebrate how you want. I believe the conflict between Mamdani and Dolan created unnecessary tension for the people of New York City. This brings me to the Structural/Strain theory; I feel like if Dolan was really concerned about people being able to celebrate how they wanted, then he would have requested a permit for a larger crowd. Especially since the crowds at previous watch parties reached well over 1000 people. I also believe that the security restrictions Mayor Mamdani wanted to implement wouldn’t have been too much because they are the standard restrictions that they put in place for every major holiday celebration. I believe that Dolan’s claim that the City was trying to dictate when and where people could celebrate was to shift the blame off him, and cover up the fact that he was trying to create an exclusive event that only the wealthy could afford to attend. 
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For learning activity 7, I talked about the crimes that were committed around the NBA finals. I explained this article from a social conflict perspective. For my reflection I’m going to talk about it from a functionalism perspective. Under the functionalism theory, crimes that are committed have a function in society. Crime provides jobs for law enforcement, judicial systems, and corrections. As crime escalated after each of the games, Mayor Mamdani chose to increase the police presence around where the watch parties were being held. I’m sure this created an opportunity for law enforcement to increase their hours and collect overtime pay. You wouldn’t need a court system if crime was eliminated, so it also increases the number of court cases presented, which gives members of the justice system purpose and function for their jobs. The same can be said for the hospitals in the area that had to treat individuals who sustained injuries during the riots. 
Another aspect to think about, is how criminals are important for finding vulnerabilities in the community; similar to how hackers break into networks exposing vulnerabilities that need to be fixed. Criminals are important for identifying vulnerabilities so that laws and policies can be implemented to reduce or eliminate threats. This creates jobs and purpose for many government policy makers at the local, state, and federal level. Some may also argue that criminals help reinforce norms and remind people of the consequences if they violate them. 
Lastly, criminals can help promote social change. Laws and policies are constantly changing as society matures. Laws that were in effect years ago eventually become outdated. Remember prohibition when alcohol was outlawed in the U.S.? As a result of this, criminals opened speakeasys, and started bootlegging in order to keep selling alcohol to patrons. Over time, law enforcement and the justice system realized that it was too hard to enforce, and support for Prohibition decline so the law was repealed.
